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After decades of dedicating
the September issue to New York,
Interior Design is for the first time
devoting a whole section to real
estate. Sure, the city has long pos-
sessed beaux arts grandes dames
and pioneering modernist towers.
But for many years, while the Middle and Far East were buiiding like
crazy, it was quieter on the Big Apple front. Many of the best architects
were busy far away from
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come around to the value of
real es tate good design. Observers point

to Interior Design Hall of Fame

" member Richard Meier’s twin Greenwich Village apartment towers,
completed in 2002, as a turning point. Until then, while Meier had de-
signed museums from Los Angeles to Barcelona, Spain, not to mention
government and commercial buildings in California and the Czech
Republic, he'd never completed a ground-up structure in his hometown
So everyone in the real-estate world sat up and took notice. Developers
are now turning to top local firms as well as superstars from abroad for
buildings that are making singular contributions to the skyline

Just consider SHoP Architects's American Cooper Buildings, two
copper-clad towers by the East River in Midtown that lean toward each
other as if engaged in a tango. A connecting sky-bridge looks like an arm
flung around a dance partner—kick it, baby. It's not all about good looks.
either. Sustaingbility has become the watchword for projects large and
small. Of course. some firms have been attuned to these issues all
along. But today, with LEED fully entrenched and evidence of green
design’s health benefits mounting, a certification program called WELL
hopes to do for interiors what LEED has done for architecture.

Although many of the maneuvers that LEED and WELL require remain
hidden to the buyer or renter’s eye, plants are very much in evidence.
Terraces and rooftops have come alive with landscaped lounges, lovely
to look at and linger on. Interiors are just as imaginative, as designers
experiment wnh materials and showcase original art. In apartment
buildings. lobbies are being reinvented as community hubs, and cowork-
ing areas are cropping up for the benefit of the freelance workforce.
Amenities are ever more plentifut: billiard rooms, wine cellars,

‘hammams. . .or all of the above.

f Designers new to the development game seem to enjoy the change of
pace. Brian Messana and Toby O'Rorke sat in on meetings for the Upper
East Side building that Messana O'Rorke is helping convert from a rental
to a condominium-and discovered a talent for marketing and branding.
“Before this, we'd always done very personal, one-on-one residential
projects, never multi-family residential,” Messana says. “But see? We're
already talking like developers.” And no marketing executive could have
done a better jobitlianthe namesake principal of Andre Kikoski Archi-
tect, which{ desighing the interiors of Davis Brody Bond's apartment

“Building 1 Hudson Yards on the edge of Midtown. Leading a tour that
began in the lobby he pointed out wall panels made by pouring molten

fhronze over linen.

Then there's alwaysthe possibility of impressing the family. Meyer

FEUELELGEYHIEN  Davis Studio’s Will Meyer was recently watching the U.S. Open on televi-

BRI .  sion with his children when a real-estate commercial flashed onto the
screen. His kids turned to him and asked, “Dad. isn't that the building
you're working on?” —lane Margolies
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"When you are
sWimming, you
can look up
and see the
green outside”
—Isay Weinfeld

Jeffrey Beers International and
Rafael Viiioly Architects

project 277 Fifth Avenue, NoMad.
developers Victor Group and Lendlease.

Karl Fischer Architect and Shamir Shah Design
project 172 Madison Avenue, NoMad.
developer Tessler Developments.

Zaha Hadid Architects
project 520 West 28th Street, Chelsea.
developer Related.

INC Architecture & Design and

Office for Metropolitan Architecture
project 121 East 22nd Street, Gramercy Park.
developers Gemdale USA Corporation and
Toll Brothers City Living.

Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates and
Martin Brudnizki Design Studio
project Madison Square Park Tower,
45 East 22nd Street, Flatiron District.
developer Continuum Company.

Peter Marino Architect
project Getty, 501 West 24th Street, Chelsea.
developer Victor Group.

Pembrooke & Ives
project 212 Fifth Avenue, Tenderloin.
developers Madison Equities and Thor Equities.

Studio Jacques Garcia
project D'Orsay, 211 West 14th Street, Chelsea.
developer Adellco.

Tamarkin Co.
project 550 West 29th Streel, Chelsea.
developer Tamarkin Co.

| Isay Weinfeld Architetura e Urbanismo

project Jardim, 527 West 27th Street, Ch
developers Centaur Properties and G
Development Group.

Woods Bagot
project Gramercy Square, 215-225 East 19th

Street and 220-230 East 20th Street,
Gramercy Park.
developers Chettit Group and Clipper Equity.



